
DORTON COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION  
A specialist residential college for 
vision impaired 16-25 year olds.

rsbc.org.uk/college 

LEARN. 
LIVE. 
ACHIEVE. 
WITH 
DORTON 
COLLEGE.



Thank you for taking the time to learn more about Dorton College. I hope over the next few 
pages you will discover why joining us would be a valuable step in your continuing journey 
through education and into adulthood. 

Here at Dorton College, we place our 
students at the centre of everything 
we do.

As part of the Royal Society for 
Blind Children (RSBC), Dorton 
College provides a well supported 
learning experience with our partner 
mainstream colleges and a living 
experience at our college houses in 
the Bromley area. 

Ofsted have graded our college as 
“good” in every aspect and said that 
“students become more independent 
and self-reliant through good teaching 
and outstanding personal support”.

Our staff will be with you every step 
of the way as you go on to do things 
you never thought you could.  A life 
without limits is our ambition for you.

With best wishes,

Josie Grainger 
Principal of Dorton College

First off, your time at RSBC’s Dorton College 
is all about helping you take control of your 
future. What’s more, you can be confident 
that our college has been graded “good” by 
Ofsted.

At Dorton College you’ll get the education 
and the independent living skills you need 
to take control of your future through our 
unique Learning and Living experience.
The students we work with tell us that 
whilst they want to achieve academically, 
they also want support in learning the 
skills they need to live independently.

The Learning and Living experience
Your main course of study will be with one 
of our partner colleges, which have a wide 
range of academic and vocational courses to 
choose from. They and our experienced staff 
will support you to achieve the best results 
that you can. Our ambition for you is that 
you work hard and do well at college. 

Living in Bromley (just 20 minutes from 
central London) in an attractive shared 
house with other students, you will learn 
the skills you need to live independently, 
with tailored support as you need it.

WELCOME
RSBC’s Dorton College is more than a place for Further Education

“our students develop 
confidence and a 

willingness to search 
out new experiences.”

WHY COME TO 
RSBC’S DORTON 
COLLEGE?

“Like college?
I LOVe it!”

Ofsted 2016 Feedback
Working with a high performing 
mainstream college “gives Dorton 
College’s students a well designed 
personalised learning programme 
with very good access to a wide 
range of specialist resources, high 
quality accommodation and good 
teaching staff”
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YOUR LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE

Life Skills study
With RSBC’s Dorton College you will have a 
programme tailored for you so that you can 
make the most of your time with us. This 
will include sessions on;

• Cooking
• Mobility & orientation
• Braille/Moon
• Personal finances
• Communication 
•  Getting ready 

for work
• Citizenship 
•  Assistive technology
• One to one  
  supported study

Ofsted 2016 Feedback
“The excellent study support enables 
students to achieve high standards 
and make good academic progress”

“The strong partnership work with 
the partner college gives students 
a very constructive learning 
experience and good contact with 
sighted peers”

Academic & Vocational study
We recognise that people have different 
learning styles and skills, so offer routes 
to new skills and experiences - giving each 
student the chance to build a future in the 
modern world.

Meet 18-year-old Summer, RSBC’s Dorton College former 
student

Eighteen-year-old Summer was diagnosed with optic nerve 
hypoplasia at birth.

Summer recently graduated from RSBC’s Dorton College 
in Bromley. She has completed a course in 
Swedish massage and also studied for a 
Level 3 Diploma in Reflexology. 

Summer explains, “I was drawn to 
the profession as vision is the least 
important sense for practising massage. I 
love meeting and working with new people, 
so I thought it would work really well for 
me. My Learning Support Assistant, Janine, 
has helped ensure I get to classes safely 
and made all the necessary adaptations 
during the sessions. There has been 
quite a lot of theory work around 
anatomy, so Janine makes sure that 
this is converted into Braille, as well 
as making sure I can access all 
of the practical elements of 
the session. It’s such a great 
feeling to have got this far.”

Call us today to find 
out more about 
Dorton College
020 3198 0225

“Summer can

chosen career”
of hermake a success
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A DAY IN THE LIFE
We asked our students for the low down on 
the average day at Dorton to give you an 
idea of what you can expect from college 
life.

08:00 Get the Day Started
At Dorton College you’ll be supported by 
the residential staff as you make your own 
breakfast, get washed and dressed and head 
off to College.

08:30 Get Moving
Your Learning Support Assistant (LSA) will 
meet you at home and travel to college with 
you. You can walk or take the bus, and it’s 
a good chance to practise the routes you’ve 
learned with our mobility officer.

09:00 Get Smart
Your LSA will come to your classes to 
support you, and make sure you have all the 
resources you need to access the course. All 
the LSA’s are highly trained in working with 
blind or partially sighted students, and will 
work closely with the college tutors, QTVI’s 
and your Dorton Personal Tutor to make 
sure your needs are fully met throughout 
your college experience.

12:00 Re-Fuel
At lunch time your LSA will help you to 
pick up something to eat from the canteen 

(unless you’d rather bring your own 
packed lunch) and help you find your 
friends so that you can chill out with 
them until your next class.

13:00 Get Ahead
During your study time you’ll 
take part in additional curriculum 

sessions. These may be 
supported study sessions to 

help you keep pace with your course, QTVI 
sessions covering braille, Moon or assistive 
technology, mobility sessions, Occupational 
Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy or 
Physiotherapy.

15:30 Get Practical 
As part of your extra curriculum sessions 
you’ll also learn everyday life skills such as 
laundry, budget management, household 
skills, meal preparation, shopping, personal 
presentation and managing medication 
- the possibilites are endless! You’ll also 
have your own individual targets which 
help you focus on learning the skills that 
you need and want to develop in line with 
your assessment and EHCP. And you’ll use 
the skills you learn to help out around the 
house!

17:00 Relax
We know it’s important for you to have time 
to relax and socialise so you’ll get plenty of 
time in the evenings to unwind. You’ll also 
get to suggest the activities you’d like to do 
as an individual or as a group in the weekly 
house meetings, and learn the skills you 
need to make it happen. 

Many students like to join clubs or take part 
in social groups through college. You may 
decide to take part in cycling, horse riding, 
swimming, Zumba or going to the gym. Or 
you may prefer a spot of shopping, a trip to 
the theatre or the cinema to see the latest 
blockbuster or going out for a meal with 
your friends. Fancy something closer to 
home? We often run Wii fitness or bowling 
championships, play board games or simply 
have a movie night in. It’s up to you, and 
you decide.

rsbc

dorton college
is the place

for you
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YOUR LIVING 
EXPERIENCE whole package with

“you     get the

DORTON COLLEGE”
Living in a Dorton College House
Our aim is that you leave Dorton College 
feeling that you’ve gained independence 
as well as achieving your potential in your 
education. Our college houses offer a home 
from home for students looking to take their 
first steps towards living on their own.

You’ll be living with four other students in 
one of the houses. We expect you to learn to 
live as independently as possible, however 
we recognise that moving away from home 
is a big deal. So you and your family can be 
safe in the knowledge that there will always 
be a staff member there if you need them. 

In your house you will have:
• Your own furnished room 
• Comfortable shared communal areas
• Dorton College staff member on site 
• WiFi
• Access to computing equipment
• Quick access to public transport

At RSBC’s Dorton College living is just as important as learning

Ofsted 2016 Feedback
“Students improve their 
confidence, social and 
independent travel 
skills significantly”

Living in Bromley
Bromley is the largest London borough. 
Located in the South East of the capital, it 
is just twelve miles away from the bright 
lights of London’s West End. It has the 
hustle and bustle of a London borough 
but also quieter rural areas where you can 
enjoy the peace of the countryside.

With plenty of pubs, restaurants, 
shops, cinemas and cafes, Bromley is a 
great place to take your first steps to 
independent living.
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BUILDING A 
BLUEPRINT FOR 
YOUR FUTURE
We know that no-one else has your 
particular talents, personality or hopes for 
the future. You are you. 

So at RSBC’s Dorton College we take the 
time to get to know you. We’ll help you 
shape a college experience that gives you 
the skills to take control of your future and 
realise your potential.

Right from the start, we will work with you 
to build a transition plan that plots what 
you want to achieve in the next few years 
and what support you will need to get there. 
The plan covers education, employment, 
housing, health, transport and leisure 
activities. 

During your time with us we will work with 
you and your family to make sure you’re 
hitting the right milestones in your plan. 

We think you’ll love 
what Dorton College has 
to offer. If you’d like to 
find out more then we’d 
be delighted if you came 
to visit us. 

Barbara McGee
E: dortoncollege@rsbc.org.uk 
T: 020 3198 0225

To set up a visit, or if you’d 
just like to let us know that 
you’re interested and want 
more information, then 
please contact: 

If we’re a good match 
then we’ll carry out an 
assessment and take things 
from there.  

You will need to liaise with 
your local authority for this 
process, but we’ll be on hand 
to support you and your 
family throughout.

Year 11: Apply now for 
2018 entry.
Year 10: Register your 
interest now for 2019 
entry.

Safeguarding
At Dorton College we have a commitment 
and responsibility to safeguard the welfare 
of all our students by:

•  Valuing, listening to and respecting them;

•  Recruiting staff safely;

•  Sharing information about concerns with 
agencies who need it; and

•  Involving students and their families 
appropriately.

We have a strong commitment to 
exceptional safeguarding practice and 
are committed to reviewing our policies, 
practices and procedures annually. Dorton 
College is committed to Equality & Diversity.

We’ll help you create a unique plan for where you want to go in life

HOW TO APPLY TO DORTON COLLEGE

We can’t 
wait to hear 

from you!
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